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March 6, 2019 Testimony Regarding:

S.B.N0.931  An Act Concerning Payments To Child Care Providers
S.B.N0.932  An Act Concerning The Staff Qualifications Requirement For Early Childhood Educators
S.B.No0.933  An Act Expanding Eligibility For Certain Families In The Care4Kids Program

S.B.N0.934  An Act Expanding Eligibility In The Care4Kids Program To Parents Enrolled In Other
Types of School

S.B.No0.935  An Act Requiring The Office Of Early Childhood To Develop An Early Childhood Educator
Compensation Schedule

S.B.N0.937  An Act Concerning A Student Loan Forgiveness Program For Early Childhood Educators

Dear Honorable Legislatures for the Great State of Connecticut,

I'd like to start with a question. Why are the ones who educate the little ones who turn into the big ones
that eventually run our government and businesses — why are they NOT looked upon as professionals?
We teach our youngest Connecticut citizen’s, we give them a strong educational foundation which
assists them to graduate high school, graduate college and become voting members who contribute to
our community. We need public value for our Early Childhood Educators! They need to be paid in a
manner that reflects their important public value, their skill, and their competency.

| TEACH! What's your superpower?

| am the proud owner and Director of Honey Bear Learning Center. My family has been serving our
community since 1986. Since 1988, our program has continually been nationally accredited by the
National Education for Young Children, (NAEYC), and a CT School Readiness Program, serving Bridgeport
families since 1997. | am a voting member of; the CT Early Childhood Alliance serving as the liaison for
the Bridgeport School Readiness Council, Bridgeport School Readiness Providers Network, Stratford
School Readiness Executive Committee and the Stratford School Readiness and Child Care Advisory
Council. We serve 16 infants and toddlers and 36 preschool children and families. Honey Bear employs
nine full time and one part time teaching staff along with a full time office assistant. To keep costs
down, as an unpaid second job, my husband performs the maintenance of our buildings and grounds.






